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How To Use This Guide

This Parent Guide is a first step toward ensuring that
those of us who have children in school will know in language we can all

understand the basics of what it takes for our students to progress from grade to
grade and earn a high school diploma.

This guide is based on “The Sunshine State Standards,” the grade level
expectations, and “The Student Progression Plan,” which governs grades, tests,
attendance, courses, and how failing students can get assistance and accelerating
students can go further and faster.

The next few pages will define terms educators use, give examples of skills and
subjects your child will be taught in each grade, explain what will happen if your child
falls behind and what help is offered to catch up, as well as suggested things, we, as
parents, can do at home.

Nothing we write can substitute for the best way to find out what’s happening
with your child’s education: Talk to your child every day about school. Your child’s
education is a responsibility shared by the district and family during the child’s entire
educational experience.

We support the research that indicates when a parent is actively involved in their
child’s education the child performs better in school. After more than 30 years,
research continues to be positive and convincing – families have a major influence on
their child’s academic achievement in school and throughout life.

The purpose of this parent guide is to give you information about the education
process as well as share ways to be meaningfully involved in your child’s progress. It is
our hope that by providing needed information and contacts into one resource guide, it
will help you access services, make decisions about your child’s educational progress, and
assist your child as he/she goes from “start to finish.” Since we cannot include
everything in this guide, please continue to check with your school for the latest
information and guidance or visit our district website at www.hdsb.org.

Your comments are welcomed so that we can update this guide and make it even
better. Please feel free to contact my office at 850-547-9341, Ext. 221 or 701 East
Pennsylvania Ave., Bonifay, Florida 32425 about this guide or any areas concerning our
schools.

Steve Griffin, Superintendent



3

Table of Contents

Topic Page Number
How to Use This Guide 2
Table of Contents 3
Why Should My Child Have a Planned and Rigorous Education? 4
Terms Every Parent Should Know 5
How To Enroll Your Child In School 7
What Can You do Before Your Child Starts School? 8
Sunshine State Standards 9
Why Students are Tested – What the Scores Mean 9
Reading - #1 Priority 10
How Can You Encourage Your Child To Read? 10
Monitoring School Work 11
Can I Help With Homework? 12
Working With Schools and Teachers 13
Kindergarten 14
First Grade 15
Second Grade 16
Third Grade 17
Fourth and Fifth Grades 19
Middle School 20
General Requirements for Middle Grades Promotion 21
High School - Graduation Options, Early Admissions 22
Graduation Requirements 23
It’s a Major Opportunity – Majors and Minors 24
General Requirements for High School Graduation 25
Opportunities for Advanced Students – Gifted, Honors, FL Virtual School 26
Advanced Placement, Accelerated Graduation 26
Other Programs Available- ESOL, ESE, Home Education, Private School 27
Student Progression 28
Promotion 29
Assessments Given by Holmes District Schools 30
Retention 31
School Insurance 31
Report Card – K – 12th Grades 32
Parental Information & Resource Centers (PIRCs) 33
Post-High School Experience 34
What is No Child Left Behind? 35
Title I Program 35
Health Services 36-37
Services Available to Parents 38
Other Informational Resources Available at Each School 38
FERPA Notification of Rights 39
Resources for Families 40
Holmes County School District Volunteer Application 41
Holmes County School District 2006-07 School Calendar 42
Holmes County Parent Self-Assessment Checklist 43





5

Academic Improvement Plan
This is a plan that parents and teachers develop together when a child is having trouble keeping up with the
skills required at his/her grade level. This plan, which is written out and placed in a child’s folder, is used to
chart and measure progress.

Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)
This is the term No Child Left Behind uses to explain that your child’s school has met state reading and math
goals.

Bright Futures Scholarship Program
A scholarship program fully funded by the Florida Lottery involving three scholarships: Florida Academic
Scholars Award, Medallion Scholars Award, and Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars Award. Refer to the
website for information: www.MyFloridaEducation.com/br/future.

Exceptional Student Education Program
Through this program, “ESE,” students with disabilities receive an education designed through an Individual
Educational Plan (IEP) to meet their specific needs. ESE students seeking regular diplomas take the same
tests and are graded on the same scale as other students.

Extracurricular Activities
These are school sanctioned activities like clubs or athletic teams that happen either before or after school.

Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT)
This is a series of tests that are given to all public school students in the state of Florida in grades 3-10 during
March. These tests measure your child’s performance on the Sunshine State Standards and indicate your
child’s mastery or non-mastery of Grade Level Expectations.

Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
The free federal application form students must first complete in order to apply for virtually all forms of financial
aid assistance.

Grade Point Average (GPA)
The average of a student’s semester grades, starting with the freshman year. Holmes District Schools uses a
4.0 scale (A=4, B=3, C=2, D=1). “Weighted grades” for honors, advanced placement and dual enrolled courses
means a grade in a weighted course is worth more than it is in a non-weighted course. For example, an A in an
honors course might be worth 5 points instead of the usual 4, a B worth 4 points instead of 3, etc.

Grant
A type of financial aid that does not have to be repaid. Generally, grants are for undergraduate students and the
grant amount is based on need, school cost, and enrollment status. Pell grant is the most common federally
funded grant.



6

Highly Qualified Teacher
This is the term No Child Left Behind uses for a teacher who proves that he or she knows the subjects he or she
is teaching, has a college degree, and is state-certified. NCLB requires that your child be taught by a Highly
Qualified Teacher in core academic subjects.

Individual Education Plan (IEP)

This is an individual plan designed by teachers, parents and representatives of the school district to meet the
individual learning needs and styles for a special needs student. The plan lists special accommodations,
academic goals and teaching methods.

Pupil Progression Plan
This is a technical document detailing federal, state, and local rules concerning attendance, course of study,
report cards, promotion and retention, teasing, grading, academic standards, credits, and related topics. It is
reviewed annually by the School Board. The full text is available in hard copy at every school or on the district
web site.

Retention
This refers to a student who does not progress to the next grade level.

Scholarships
These are awards that do not usually have to be paid back. They are given to students who demonstrate or
show promise of high achievement in areas such as academics, athletics, music, art or other disciplines.

School Advisory Council (SAC)
The SAC is an organization made up of parents, teachers, school staff, and members of the business
community. The SAC helps write the School Improvement Plan and assists in budget decisions.

Supplemental Educational Services (SES)
This is the term NCLB uses to refer to the free tutoring and extra help with school work in subjects such as
reading and math that children from low-income families may be eligible to receive at Title I schools.

Take Stock in Children
This provides a Florida Prepaid Tuition Scholarship for students to attend a community college for two years and
a Florida state university for two years. In Holmes County, These awards will be given to qualifying 9th graders.
Contact your school counselor or Gwen Young at the District Office at 850-547-5928, ext. 253 for more
information.

Title I
This is the part of NCLB that supports programs in schools and school districts to improve the learning of
children from low-income families. The U.S. Dept. of Education provides Title I funds to states to give to school
districts based on the number of children from low-income families in each district.

Together, we can make a
difference in YOUR

child’s life!
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Sunshine State Standards
What teaching, grades and tests are based upon

You may have heard about the Sunshine State Standards in media stories about education or
from teachers and officials at your child’s school. The standards are developed by the state, cover every
academic subject, and are followed by every public school in Florida. They state what your child is
expected to know at different grade levels.

For instance, by; the end of 2nd grade, a student should be able to predict what a passage or
piece of writing is about based on its title and illustrations. By the end of 12th grade, a student should be
able to examine a literary work from several critical perspectives. Classroom instruction in every subject
from Art to Zoology is based on these standards and grades show how well students are performing
according to the standards.

Each spring, two standardized tests are given in Holmes County Schools to measure how well
students have learned these standards. These tests, which currently measure reading, writing, science
and math abilities, are often referred to as the FCAT or Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test. Ask for
a copy of the standards at your child’s school or go to www.fldoe.org. Your child’s performance on
those tests can affect whether or not he moves on to the next grade. All students who want to earn a
standard high school diploma must be able to pass the FCAT. Teachers are teaching the standards that
are measured by these tests. These are skills your child will use throughout life.

Why Students Are Tested – What the Scores Mean

Throughout your child’s school years,
he/she will take dozens of standardized
tests, including the Florida Comprehensive
Assessment Test (grades 3-10).

Standardized tests show how your child is
doing compared to others and track his
progress over time. Your child’s teacher
has all the testing records for your child and
uses them to see if there is a problem that
requires additional help or a different way of
teaching. Tests also help teachers identify
students’ strengths in order to provide more
challenging academic opportunities.
Schools use test results to develop school-
wide plans for improving academic
performance. All testing results are
available to parents.

For several portions of the FCAT, students’
scores are assigned a level. Level 5 is the
highest that can be achieved and indicates
that the student can handle the most
challenging material. Level 4 shows
performance above grade level. Level 3
indicates a student is learning as he/she
should. Level 2 is a yellow flag that a
student needs to work harder and receive
extra help at home and at school. Level 1 is
a red flag that the child is performing far
below where he/she should be and may not
be promoted to the next grade.

The FCAT also includes a writing test in
grades 4, 8 and 10, which is given in Feb. of
each year. This test requires students to
write about an assigned topic within a 45-
min. time limit. Their writing is scored on a
predetermined set of expectations including
staying on the topic and linking ideas
together. The writing score can range from
1.0 to 6.0.
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READING - #1 PRIORITY
Every teacher, parent, and
child knows that reading is
the most important skill
taught in elementary school.

There are five components of
reading that children must
learn in order to learn to read.
To be able to help your child in
reading, it is necessary for
parents to know and
understand the five
components. They are:

1. Phonemic awareness –
the ability to hear and
work with the sounds of
spoken language.
Phonological awareness
is the understanding that
spoken language is made
up of individual and
separate sounds. Children
need to be taught to hear
sounds in words and that

words are made up of
small parts of sounds.

2. Phonics – the ability to
understand the
connection between
letters and sounds.
Children need to be
taught the sounds that
individual letters and
groups of letters make.
Knowing the connection
between letters and
sounds helps children
decode and “sound out”
words.

3. Fluency – the ability to
read text correctly and
quickly. Children must
learn to read words
quickly and correctly in
order to understand what
is read. Fluent readers
recognize words instantly.

If a child reads slowly, word
by word, he/she works to
sound out the words and
does not comprehend what
is read.

4. Vocabulary development
Learning the meaning and
pronunciation of words.
Children need to have
knowledge of written and
spoken words, know what
they mean, and how to use
them.

5. Reading comprehension
The ability to understand,
remember, and tell what is
read. Children need to be
taught the steps good
readers use to make sure
they understand the text.

How Can You Encourage Your Child to Read?
1. Read aloud to your child often. Start reading to your child when she is a baby and keep reading as

she grows up. As you read, talk with your child. Encourage her to ask questions and to talk
about the story. Ask her to predict what will come next.

2. Encourage your child to read on his own. Children who spend at least 30 minutes a day reading for
fun, develop the skills to be better readers at school.

3. Set aside quiet time for family reading. Some families even enjoy reading aloud to each other, with each
family member choosing a book, story, poem or article to read to the others.

4. Buy a children’s dictionary and start the “let’s look it up” habit. Make writing materials such as crayons,
pencils and paper available.

5. Visit the library often. See that your child gets his/her own library card as soon as possible.

6. Get help for your child if he has a reading problem. Ask his teachers about special services,
such as after school or summer reading programs.
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What Can I Do at Home to Help My Child
Succeed in School?

1. Create a home environment that
encourages learning and schoolwork.
Establish a daily family routine of
mealtimes with time for homework,
chores, and bedtime as well as time for
family activities.

2. Show your child that the skills he/she is
learning is school are an important part of
the things he/she will do as an adult. Let
him/her see you reading books, newspaper
and computer screens; writing reports,
letters, e-mails and lists; using math to
figure change or to measure for new
carpeting; and doing things that require
thought and effort.

3. Make sure that your home has lots of
reading materials that are appropriate for
your child. Keep books, magazines and
newspapers in the house. You can find
many good books and magazines for your
child at yard or library sales. Books make
good gifts.

4. Encourage your child to use the library.
Ask the librarian to tell your child about
special programs for your child.

5. Limit TV viewing to no more than one hour
on a school night. Be aware of the shows
your child likes to watch and discuss with
him/her. The same goes for video games
and be especially aware of internet usage.

How Can I Tell How Well My Child is Doing in
School?

1. Ask your child to show you his/her school
work, (not just the grades) and also any
comments made by the teacher.

2. Check report cards carefully for subject
grades, attendance and conduct. Ask the
teacher or school counselor for other kinds
of information about your child’s
performance, such as test scores and
teacher observations.

3. Find out if your child’s teacher uses e-
mail to communicate with parents. Using
e-mail will allow you to send and receive
messages at times that are most
convenient for you.

4. Ask teachers to show you examples of
successful work and compare it to your
child’s work. Listen to the teacher’s
comments about your child’s work and what
he/she needs to do to improve. Plan with
the teacher how you can work together to
help your child do better work.

5. Use school Web sites, and other services
to get information about school activities
or to ask teachers and school personnel
questions.

6. Attend parent-teacher conferences that
are scheduled during the year.

7. Volunteer and/or serve on parent advisory
committees or other parent involvement
activities.


